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Is Harry Potter
Good for Our Kids?

By Vivian W. Dudro

With all of the media hype,
even in the Catholic

press, | could not help looking over
the Harry Potter books while shop-
ping one day. After reading a few
pages, | put Potter down with a
shudder. Oozing with the occult and
dressed with disgusting detalils,
these stories by J.K. Rowling are
not the kind of thing | would read

my little ones at bedtime. Compared
with the truly great books lining our
shelves at home, they are not thg
kind of literature 1 would want my

10- and 12-year-old sons to read ol
their own, either.

Despite my decision to pass on Pot
ter, he has affected my children. As
we were leaving the park one recen
afternoon, my six-year-old daughter
informed me that she and a herd o

other girls her age had pretendec

“For the fascination of
wickedness obscures
what 1s good, and roving
desires pervert the

mnocent mind.”
- Wisdom 4:12

“Finally, brethren,
whatever 1s true, whatever
1s honorable, whatever 1s

just, whatever 1s pure,
whatever 1s lovely, what-
ever 1s gracious, 1f there 1s
any excellence, 1f there 1s
anything worthy of praise,
think about these things.”
- Philippians 4:8

they were the characters from the
Rowling books.

“We were using sticks as magic
wands, Mom,” she said.

“Oh? And what were you doing
with these magic wands?” | asked.
“We were casting spells and killing
bugs,” she answered.

“Why were you killing bugs?”
“Because they were the bad guys,”
she shrugged.

Her responses troubled me. How
has Harry Potter become so ubiqui-
tous that he influences the play of
children too young to read about
him? More importantly, why do
these stories link magic, power and
the killing of one's enemies in the
tender imagination of little girls? To
begin answering these questions, |
read two of the books myself.
Continued Next Page...
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the twelve-year old grows into his
true identity. In Albus Dumble-

dore, the seemingly sagacious wiz-
ard who directs Hogwarts, Harry
finds a mentor/father figure. Pe-
ripheral to the main unfolding of

the plot, Dumbledore conveniently
appears after the climax of the first
two books to neatly interpret
Harry's harrowing, coming-of-age
experiences at school.

While Catholic children
should be trained to
respect those who do

In the very beginning of the firs
two episodes, Rowling's heavyl
handed and sophomoric treatme
of Harry’s aunt, uncle and cousi
disturbed me. These relatives, w
become Harry's adoptive family af
ter the murder of his parents, aif:
narcissistic and vulgar, with no ref ™
deeming characteristics whatsoevde
In one repulsive scene, Cousin Du@SE
ley belches at the breakfast tablf&s
while his fat buttocks hang over th
sides of the chair. Meanwhile, wit
a bit of food clinging to his face
Uncle Vernon sputters forth wit
his customary rage. Call it a mattq
Iof taste, but these antlps Ievoke not pr ofess their faith,
aughter from me. Rowling's snee

at a grasping middle-class famil they also should be

cannot hold a candle to the satire oflerance, of course, is a Christian taught that the practice
Mark Twain, Charles Dickens oryirtue based upon respect for man's . ) ]
Jane Austen. God-given freedom. While Catholic of magic is a serious sin.

. children should be trained to respect .
The most terrible feature of Harry'shose who do not profess their faith, There is some humor to be found at
relations is not their churlishnessihey also should be taught that theHogwarts, which is housed in a
but their heartlessness toward thgractice of magic is a serious sin. Mysterious, haunted castle. Among
orphaned boy. While they spoil ppart from prayer to God, the invo- Harry's textbooks, for example, is
their own horrible son with two cation of superhuman powers in or-"One Thousand Magical Herbs and
bedrooms, Uncle Vernon and Aunfger to obtain results beyond the ca-Fungi” by Phyllida Spore.

_Petunia assign Harry a spiderpacity of mere nature is condemned Continued On Page Six...
infested closet. In the second bookyith the strongest language in both
they lock him in a room with barsthe Old and New Testaments. Thd St Joseph’s

- ; Catechism of the Catholic Church ’
The practice of magic  geclares the practice of magid COvenant Keepers

can lead to the “gravely contrary to the virtue of re- | pypjished by Family Life Center
WOI‘Ship of nature, ligion,” for it involves a mistrust of | International, Inc., six times per year.

God and a refusal to accept His will.
man, or Satan. The practice of magic can lead to th¢

. . WOI’Ship of nature, man, or Satan. Sﬁ/?;ﬂbgﬂgr%eggﬁr?;\ndrew Murra
on the windows, and feed him a ' Y

door. The r n for their harsh - | Karen Wood
oor. 1he reason lor their harshyarry is sent for by Hogwarts School
ness, apart from their own selfishof \witcheraft and Wizardry and is | Deskta Publishina:

. ' . . . Catherine Wood
ness, is Harry's magical backyelivered from the hands of his rela-

round. This is an abnormality, they; i i © Coovriaht 2000. No part of this newsletter
9 y M’IVGS. At this boardmg SChOO|’ the may be copied or reproduced in any manner

declare, that they will not tolerate. aima materof Harry's dead parents, | without the written permission of the publishe}.

Stephen Woodkditor
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The Trouble With Harry

By JoHN ANDREW MURRAY

Some Christians think Harry Potter is a hero. Others think the
young wizard’s best-selling adventures are simply evil.

What's a concerned parent to think?

aving sold mor books, _the last to be re-

than 30 million ) leased |n.2003. She’g al-

copies, the four Harry P : ready written the final
ter boé)ks released SO - chapter of the last book.
heave created a stir in pu (She's also made it clear
i hool (0SS Arge that the books will grow
ilc?a SCSc())r(r)]eS g%ristian pa along with the adolescent
enfs have complained tt Harry—-he’ll discover the
opposite sex, for example—

J-K-n Rvei\;v';lngs ntdalve;/isz :3( and darker themes, includ-
young witches a a ing the death of a friend,

are terrlfylng- to you.n'j are not off-limits.)
children and inappropria

for classroom use

, If you think it's bad now,
They've been rewarded f. in a year or two, there may

;heeilfvrsczln(;errsn evl\::tdh relglifcl:rlii)dlncartoonsa billion-dollar franchise Stevenbe no avoiding the Harry Potter
Pap ' raze. That's why it's important

Complicating the_m.atter is the factSpielberg has _been mentioned as d?fow to understand just what sort of
that several Christian leaders ancdector of the film, and Warner will .

: : . worldview the books present.
conservative magazines haveeportedly spend $45 million for spe-
praised the series’ ability to capti-cial effects alone. What's more, The
vate even the most reluctant younyvall Street Journasays the company Lower Than a Dog
readers. is counting on big profits from se-l can admit now that when | gradu-

guels, TV broadcast rights, cartooted from Vanderbilt University in
And the controversy has just begunspin-offs, home-video sales, themel990 with a degree in English and

park rides and interactive games.  history, | had little awareness of the
Warner Bros. purchased movie media’s effects on children. | would
rights to the books two years agoRowling, a single mother in Britain,have jumped at the chance to read
along with the potential for building has said she will write a total of seven Continued Next Page...

“If you think it's bad now, in a year or two, there may be no
avoiding theHarry Pottercraze. That's why it's important now

to understand just what sort of worldview the books present.”
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Harry Potter to ny sixth-grade Eg- were to the murder of a human. Sothe test of time as literature.” He
lish class. Insteadl used an old how does this relate to teachin doesn’t want his children to turn to

television seriesAlfred Hitchcock Harry Potter? television for stimulation so he’s
Presentseach Mondga to teach g actually pleased @ the Hary Potter
students aboutplot develmment With the growing popularity of craze. “Even if that literature ma
within a stoy. youth-oriented TV shows on witch- not necessagl egpouse Christian

craft-Sabrina the Teenge Witch  values if it excites them in wgs
One week | stoped the video be- Charmed Buffy the Vanpire that conpete successfyllwith TV,
fore the Show’:— it iS makqu a Wonder-
end and aske With the growing popularity of youth-oriented 1 contribution to

the stdents t TN/ shows on witchcraft-Sabrina, the Teenage '"e" develwing
write their own worldview,” he sgs.

endirgs. The  Witch; Charmed; Bufty the Vampire Slayer - a

were 5o ex  geperation of children is becoming
cited, they

wanted to rea desensitized to the occult. But with
their —work  Hollywood'’s help, Harry Potter

loud in class. i3 1. .
Slowed  ther will likely surpass all these influ-

to do so but  ences, potentially reaping some
the slasher-filn . .

endirgs | hearc grave sp1r1tual Consequences.

horrified ana .
sickened me. After about the thirc Slayer—a generation of chil-
student | decided to read the residren is becomin desensitized to ing's three books
silently. There were ogla few that the occult. But with Hollwood’s introduces Hay as an
| thought were apropriate to share help, Hary Potter will likely sur- orphaned bayp Readers quickly

What makes Hawyr
Potter’'s world so
attractive—
even to
Christians?

Harry Pot-
ter and the
Sorcerer’s
Stone the
first of Rowl-

with the class. pass all these influencegotentialy  learn that Hayr has survived an at-
reging somegrave iritual conse- tack by the series’ evil wizard: Lord
When | later egressed m concern quences. Voldemort. Althowh successfuil
to the studentsthey defended their destrying Hary’'s parents(a wiz-
compositions insistiry that media Who is Harry Potter? ard and witch, Voldemort nysteri-

violence had no effect. After all dousl/ fails in his attemts to Kkill

_ As noted above, Harry has inspire _ _ :
they said they understood that the a variety of differing reactions, even Harry, leavimy a lightning-bolt scar
killin gs they saw on TV and movies among evangelicals. One Cﬁristianon the infant Hanr's forehead. Fur-
were “fake.” But when | asked themr father of two daughters, ages 10 an hermorein theprocessVoIdemort
how they would feel if thg saw a 12, says that his youngest girl is “in oses most of hipower, thus mak-
TV program in which a do was IO\;e” with the Potter books. “They ing Harry an instant lgend in the
machinegunned they expressed " he said. world of witchcratft.

o ) i are her all-time favorites,
their digust in unison.

“She and her friends have read them

) multiple times.” The father said that Rescued P t_he “qopd wizard
That presented me with a chance t'his daughter had grown weary Offorces” Harry is deposited on the

make a simle point: The reason Nancy Drew mysteries—these areLondon suburb doorspe of his
they found the shootim death of a | the same.” she told him—and thatMt99le Aunt and Uncle(Mugdes
dog so horrible is because thbad- books from &:hristian publishers aredre eveyday people who are oblivi-
n't been desensitized to, ihs thg too “formulaic” and “will not stand ©UYS to the workigs of the witches’



The Trouble With Harr v

- Continued From Re 4 -

and wizards’ world. Forced to

Slom in = basement cncard Hary | S0 Many people like the Harry Potter series,

is tormented ¥ his unlovimg rela-

tives for the next 1@ears—a Cinder- What COUId pOSSibly be Wrong Wlth it?

ella-like persecution that reagil
earns the reader’ymmpathy.

demonsThere are two equal and op|J Vi TS Y CRAT RSV |

. hoy . posite errors into which our race ca and opposite errors
Upon his 11' birthdy, which oc- fall about the devils. One is to disbg PP

curs eay in the book Hary's life ... heir existence. The other into which our race

takes a dramatic turn. He learns tt to believe, and to feel an excessi can fall about the

true orgin of both the lghtning-bolt . .
. , and unhealthy interest in them. Thg . .
scar and higarents’ cause of degth 4 o <~ equally pleased wi devils. One is to

?er}gti\llsésreslf':é{id efrr](:(m o Q ISinM?;a both errors and hail a materialist o disbelieve in their
’ . : : a magician with the same delight. :
warts—thepremier boardig school 9 9 existence. The other

for "Witchcratft and Wizardy.” An even greater error, and the o is to believe’ and to

most valued by Lewis’ demonic charfii i VIR (eI LRz e !

acters, is the fusu_)n of the two error unhealthy interest in
As Screwtape writes to Wormwood

If once we can produce our perfeq them. They them-
work—the Materialist Magician, the selves are equa]]y

man, not using but veritably worship pleased with both

: ing, what he vaguely calls “Forces”

ther whose daghter cherishes the /- . ) hail
rror n |

books. “Lojalty, honesy, chariy while denying the existence errors and hail a

) “spirits"-then the end of the war will 5 .
are celebrated. Harhas friends he bep:nl sight war wi materlahst or a magi-
regects.” ' cian with the same

o o By disassociating magic and supecfiife[its] | RN ORI IR TS
The Materialist Magician 5,14/ evil, it becomes possible t8

If so many people like Harry Potter portray occult practices as “goodPercent had consulted a fortuneteller
what could possibly be wrong? Tiand “healthy,” contrary to the scrip-and 24 percent believe in reincarna-
answer that question, it may help ttyral declaration that such practicefion.
look at another supernatural nove gre “detestable to the Lord.” This, in _ _
C.S. Lewis'The Screwtape Letters tyrm, opens the door for less discerne@/lup found that born-again Chris-
N ing individuals—including, but not ians—defined as those who believe
Framed as fictional correspondencjimited to, children—to become con-C0d's Word to be literally true and
between the high-ranking demo fused about supernatural matters. "ave tried to encourage someone to
Screwtape and his nephew Worn accept Jesus Christ as his or her
wood, the book explores some CThis process is already well under>2Vior—held almost the same beliefs
the ways that demonic forces se€¢way in American culture. A Decem-Percentage-wise as non-Christians.

to build walls between humans anper 1997 study published by Georg i
God. Gallup, taken from the Princeton ReWhat about Narnia?

_ ligion Research Center, revealed thathristian fans of Harry Potter insist
In the 1941 preface of his book31 percent of Americans believe irthat the series is no different than C.
Lewis revealed two of the greate:ghosts, 20 percent believe in witches3. Lewis’ The Chronicles of Narnia,
mistakes in humanity’s beliefs abot 24 percent believe in astrology, 17 Continued on Page 8...

With Hogwarts as the main settjn
Harry displays loyalty to his new
friends and schopland bravey
when battlim the evil Lord Volde-
mort. “Thegood is alwgs more at-
tractive than the batsaid the fa-
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The lethal beast guardingas” . .t o,
cret in the bowels of the cac &« 1| 151 =l

tle is named Fluffy. But th = 1C8
overall atmosphere at Ho. -

Rowling has been quoted as
saying she does not believe
in magic, but in God. To

her credit, she places the

warts is ominous, and mai
of the features of daily lif
there are gruesome. Fron
good guy eating an earwa:
flavored jelly bean to a be

hocus-pocus at Hogwarts in
a moral framework, in

which some uses of magic
are good and others bad.
The Sorcerer's Stone, which

guy drinking unicorr brings everlasting life and
blood, there is a distine * “}- riches to whoever possesses
dash of the macabre. ;;;’f. & it, is destroyed at the end of
_ : 1 '. l . the first episode because,
The subjects taught *-3’ 1anging one “?'Ji‘tt.r”lt” = like the ring in JRR.

Hogwarts range from ord 5. l_] . tind " l
nary fields of knowledge = ﬂ]-“:] ]'Lt F+ Cds ]]1 "-.'I:]L = ﬂ]]r_ .
such as astronomy and br ;
any, to magical arts such

changing one object ini 1= i w'urv ]url‘:ult_l::u mag iLEl'
another, casting spells a
mixing potions. Nearl 1
every forbidden magicu 5
practice known to man | '-“'
mentioned or explored. h = 3 _ i
contrast to the dull and nar- ‘“i“'““""‘"““““““““ is sent to detention when he is
row world of Harry's non-magic caught breaking the rules. When
relatives, Hogwarts appears inter poys, especially, can think this stuff isHarry is in mortal danger, as he is at
esting and broadening. Looking & pretty neat, hence there is a huge mathe end of the first two books, it is
a drawing of the castle on the bacl ket for it. But if we want our children self-sacrificial love, not magiper

of the second book, my 12-year-to |ove truth, goodness and beautyse that saves him. Harry's ultimate
old son declared, “That looks sothen why are we buying them productsjuest, it seems, is not so much to
cool!” that encourage their tendencies towardevelop his powers as a wizard as it
the grotesque? is to develop his character.

Tolkien's books, the stone
had become a source of cor-
T mmn "potions> ‘Nea t‘l"-.' g ruption.

"I

When one peels away the
magic, it appears Rowling is
addressing important moral
questions. Often Harry must
make difficult choices, and
like any other school boy, he

On the surface, the Harry
Potter tales fit right in
with Goosebumps, Rugrats
and that gooey cerebral-
like matter designed for
throwing upon walls.

Of course, all great literature illus-While 1 am gratified to find such
trates the dark side of human existhemes in Rowling's books, | never-
tence; however, the best authors dtheless consider her smorgasbord of
not intend darkness itself as entertainmagic, yuck, and gore an unfitting
ment. Like shadows in a landscapgackage for the truth. Moreover, her
that make the bright spots all the morstories create the impression that
brighter, evil in fiction should serve assome of us, like Potter and Dumble-
On the surface, the Harry Pottelg contrast to the good. Perverselydore, could learn to handle occult
tales fit right in with Goosebumps, Rowling presents her dismal world ofpowers and wield them for good.
Rugrats, and that gooey cerebral the occult as a circus. Worse than thafhis is a grave error, for our inten-
like matter designed for throwing she offers it as a desirable alternativéons, however noble, cannot trans-
upon walls. Yes, pre-pubescen o her caricature of normalcy. form an objective evil into a good.
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Though the books are fantas
young readers relate to Harry a
his classmates as their own per
The aspiring witches and wizar
at Hogwarts are not othe
worldly beings from some pre
historic age, such as the wi
ards Gandalf in théord of
the Ringsand Merlin
in the Arthurian
legends. Rather,
they are ordinar
boys and girls

If we want our children to love
truth, goodness and beauty, then
why are we buying them products

that encourage their tendencies
toward the grotesque?

ing. The trend concerns m¢
with the excep- because, apart from serious sin, O
tion that they have in- cultism is the main way the diabolicz

explicably inherited a magical gen €an enter a person's life.
present in the human race. By fo
lowing their education, could ouiNevertheless, many, many other p

children's curiosity in the occult or€Nts, including Catholic ones, remai
untroubled. They consider the Har

Potter stories perfectly acceptable f
their children. As a result, Harry Po
ter has become a pop culture ico
After the new sequel is released t
summer, there will still be three mor
forthcoming episodes in the contin
ing Potter saga. Also lying ahead a
Harry Potter movies, and spin-of
Mattel action figures.

Of course, all
great literature
llustrates the
dark side of
human exis-
tence; however,
the best authors
do not intend
darkness itself as
entertainment.
Like shadows
In a landscape
that make the
bright spots
all the more
brighter, evil in

Rowlings’ stories create the
impression that some of us
could learn to handle occult
powers and wield them for
good. This is a grave error,
for our intentions, however
noble, cannot transform an
objective evil into a good.

their spiritual defenses against ce the young wizard, one can only gue
tain temptations be weakenedWhat other magical heroes and her

Could their imaginations becom:ines will be created next. And whe
haunts of “things that go bump ir &l of the money made off our hunge
the night’? for the supernatural has been counte

what level of literary accomplishmen

According to a public librarian here@nd what vision of spiritual realit
in San Francisco, the Potter stori¢ Will have been sold to our children

already have inspired countless chi That remains to be seeM

dren to seek other books abo
witches, wizards, and spooks. T
city's libraries have stocked their |
venile collections with this subjec
matter, along with Rowling's titles
in order to encourage summer rea

Vivian W. Dudro is a free-lance
writer and editor, and the mother
of four children ages 4 to 12.
Her articles have appeared in
Catholic publications nation-
wide. Currently she writes a
regular column on family life
for the Catholic San Francisco.

fiction should
serve as a con-
trast to the good.




The Trouble With Harr v

- Continued From Page 5 -

a series that many Christian paren

accept. It is true that both author

create parallel fantasy worlds in Ar e the Harr V POtter bOd(S
volving young British children who .

encounter magical creatures. Bo the Sa’ne aS Narnl a’?
develop admirable characters
and evil villains. But this

is where the compari,
son ends.

sins...” He said to the para- Evil power, on the other hand, is
Iytic, “I tell you, get up, power that is seized or conjured—
take your mat and go rather than bestowed—-and exercised
home.” He got up, for selfish ends. Those who resist
The difference b took his mat and the temptation to use such power
tween the tw walked out in full are commended, as was Digory, in
hinges on the cor view of them all
cept of authority! (Mark 2:6-12a) The difference between the

From a Christiar » two hinaes on the conaat of
perspective, authority Chrlgts power rovv’s authoritv. Erom a Christian
from His authority. That's

and supernatural powe . .
are linked. Take a look at the nature of all legitimate power— Persoective authoritv and su-

Mark 2, where Jesus heals a par it is granted and guided by authority. bernatural nower are linked...
:Ytic- VF\:hen JesuséﬁrSt sees the par ) + Rowl Rowlina effectivel divorces
ytic, He says, “Son, your sins arctWhen we read Rowling’s series, we -
forgiven.” This sets up the follow- find that she effectively divorces bower from authoritv.
ing scene: power from authority. There is no The Magician’'s NephewBut those
sovereign person or principle gov-who wield it (such as Jadis, also in
Now some teachers of the law wel erning the use of the supernatural. The Magician’s Nephéwand the
sitting there, thinking to themselves Magical power is gained through in- White Witch (in The Lion, the
“Why does this fellow teach like heritance and learning. It is notWitch and the Wardrobeare even-
that? He’s blaspheming! Who caigranted by a higher authority, be-tually vanquished by Aslan.
forgive sins but God alone?” Imme: cause there is no Higher Authority—
diately Jesus knew...that this weat least none higher than Harry’'sDespite superficial similarities,
what they were thinking...and He¢mentor, Albus Dumbledore, and theRowling’s and Lewis’ worlds are as
evil Lord Voldemort. The two are far apart as east is from west. Rowl-
It is true that both authors  equal, antagonistic and unaccounting’s work invites children to a
createparallel fantasy able to a higher authority. world where witch(.:raf.t IS “neutr_al”
and where authority is determined
Worl_ds and both devel In C.S. Lewis’ Narnia, power and solely by one’s cleverness. Lewis
admirable characters and  authority are welded together. Thatinvites readers to a world where
evil villains. But this is authority is Jesus, in the character of3od’s authority is not only recog-
where the conmarison ends. the great lion Aslan—creator and sov-hized, but celebrated—a world that
ereign ruler of Narnia, son of theresounds with His goodness and
said to them, “Why are you thinkinc Emperor Beyond the Sea. Goodcare. It's a difference no Christian
such things? Which is easier: to sa power is power that is bestowed byshould ignore.m
to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are for- Aslan and exercised in accordance
given,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take you with his will. This good power is at john Andrew Murray is an English
mat and walk’? But that you maywork when the children Peter, Susa teacher and headmaster at St. Timo-
know that the Son of Man haand Lucy use gifts bestowed on ther thy’s-Hale in Raleigh, N.C.
authority on earth to forgive by an agent of Aslan. Reprinted with permission from the author.
-




Citations from A Landscape with Dragons, by Michael O’Brien

Perversions of the Imaeinaﬁon

hen culture is deprived of About forty years ago there began also a symptom of our state of unpre-
moral vision, the rise of culture-shift that steadily gathered moparedness. The evil in corrupt mythol-
the "diabolic imagination" mentum, a massive influx of materiabgy is never rendered harmless simply

is the inevitable result. that appeared good on the surface bikcause it is encapsulated in a literary
was fundamentally disordered. It begenre, as if sealed in a watertight
What happens when the errors compartment. Indeed, there are few

come in pleasing disguises and are Which kind of distortion will things as infectious as mythology.
promoted by talented people who go the more damage: blatant . .
know full well how to use all the . _ We would be sadly mistaken if we
resources of modern psychology falsehood or falsehood mixed with assumed that the cultural invasion
make of the human imagination the the truths that we hunger for? ?s mainly a co_nflict of_ abstract
instrument of their purpose? ideas. It is a major front in the bat-
came the new majority. During this petle for the soul of modern man, and as
It is tragic, therefore, that authentigiod entirely good material became thguch it necessarily entails elements of
literature is slowly disappearing fromminority, and at the same time morépiritual combat. For this reason par-
public and school libraries and beingnaterial that was diabolically evil be-ents must ask God for the gifts of wis-
replaced by a tidal wave of children'gian to appear. There is a pattern he@om, discernment, and vigilance dur-
books written by people who appeaAnd it raises the question — where is ilg these times. We must also plead
to have been convinced by cultiall leading? for extraordinary graces and intercede
psychology or converted in part or continuously for our children. The in-
whole by the neo-pagan cosmos. Sig-think it highly unlikely that we will vasion reaches into very young minds,
nificantly, their use of language isever see a popular culture that is whollkelaxing children’s instinctive aversion
much closer to the operations oflominated by the blatantly diabolicalto what is truly frightening. It begins
electronic culture, and their storiedut | do believe that unless we recoghere, but we must understand that it
far more visual than the thoughtfuhize what is happening, we may soowill not end there, for its logical end
fiction of the past. They are evangelbe living in a culture that is totallyis a culture that exalts the diabolical.
ists of a religion that they deny is alominated by the fundamentally disorThere are a growing number of signs
religion. Yet, in the new juvenile lit- dered and in which the diabolical is rethat this process is well under way.
erature there is a relentless preoccepected as an alternative world view
pation with spiritual powers, with theand becomes more influential than thé& children’s culture a growing fasci-
occult, with perceptions of good anentirely good. Indeed, we may be verfation with the supernatural is hasten-
evil that are almost always blurredtlose to that condition. | can think ofng the breakdown of the Christian
and at times downright inverted. Ahalf a dozen recent films that delibervision of the spiritual world and the
least in the old days dragons lookedtely reverse the meaning of Christiamoral order of the universe. Reason

and acted like dragons. symbols and elevate the diabolical tand holy knowledge are despised,
the status of a saving mythology. while intoxicating signs and wonders
The most pressing question that increasem

s_houlc! be {-,lsked is: which kind o’Ch_rlstlan parents allowed their young Reprinted with permission from Ignatius
distortion will do the more damagechildren to watch DragonHeart becaus press nages 64-65, 70, 86-87, 90-34.

blatant falsehood or falsehood mixethey thought it was “just mythology.” |earn how to obtain your own copy of “A
with the truths that we hunger for? This is understandable naivete, but it | Landscape with Dragons,” see page 10.

In children’s culture a growing fascination with the supernatural is hastening the break-



~ What the Catechism Says...

“All forms of divination are to be rejected:
recourse to Satan or demons...Consulting horoscopes, astrology, palm reading,
interpretation of omens and lots, the phenomena of clairvoyance, and recourse to
mediums...contradict the honor, respect, and loving fear that we owe to God alone.”

“All practices of magic or sorcery,by which one attempts to tame occult powers, so
as to place them at one's service and have a supernatural power over others are gravely
contrary to the virtue of religion. These practices are even more to be condemned when
accompanied by the intention of harming someone, or when they have recourse to the inter-
vention of demons. Wearing charms is also reprehensible. Spiritism often implies divination
or magical practicethe Church for her part warns the faithful against it.”
- Catechism of the Catholic Church, Sections 2116-2117

Resources to Help You Discern the Harry Potter Books

A Landscape with Dragons o . Faith & Family Radio Live:

raaly |"-‘;--:'."'|__\',_L 7.-.:_"_'
ORI by Michael O'Brien, (author ofather — SE%ifs“-=""" Parental Concerns &
with Driatis Elijah), is must reading for every Catho- = #% e

|t. . lic parent. There is a war going on for the ey s o, QUGStions abOUt
i k] H i
P’.L.' J-FE minds and hearts of our children. So far o . g Harry Potter

‘:,._H,..-* we are losing this war. A full seventy- 4 . "
= five percent of Catholic teens cease On this important tape, host Steve Wood interviews
Tl ale LL*_LI’ practicing their faith before leaving Michael O'Brien (author ofA Landscape with Dragons)
faan. their teen years. Catholic parents need Vivian Dudro, and Fr. Philip Scott. Each guest shares with
to equip their children to withstand the multitude listeners their concerns about Harry Potter, as well as an-
of subtle assaults on the Faith coming from television, movswers many questions about Harry Potter. This tape is a
ies, and booksA Landscape with Dragonwill teach you  must-have for every concerned parent!
how to raise discerning children. Michael O’Brien teaches $6.00 (#F186)
you what to avoid and why. In addition, the book includes  NOTE: We are waiving our copyright on this tape,
an extensive and invaluable list of other books you will so you can make copies for all your friends & family,
want your children to read. On a one-to-ten scale this book provided you don't charge anything for the tapes.
is easily a twenty-five! Get it. Read it. Heed it.

Order Line: Weekdavs 9to 5 ET:

There is widespread disagreement over Harry Potter amg (941\ 764_8565

Catholic parents. When so many people disagree, it is f
considered. Reliable conclusions can be achieved only WWW. d adS . O r(]
learning the broader principles of evaluating children’s lit-

N e ) ’ FedEx & UPS available upon request
principles found in Michael O'Brien’s book will enable you
to definitively answer any questions you have about Har 24 hr. fax: - e s

guently because only pieces of the overall picture are bei

) S&H $3.95per order (Priority Mail for order under 6 Ibs.)
erature in the context of our contemporary culture. The
Potter. Softcover, 261 pages. $12.95 (#B332) (941) 743-5352 Make checks to: Family Life Center




5 with the New Age, cult, and occult.
:,_1.. LEttE‘T }:ﬂ?m‘ Here is a brief description of my back-
.‘ ground:
e tor 1. Before my conversion to Christian-
false religious movements that actu-
ally practiced several of the things
arry Potter reminds me of the simply unfit in regards to the spiritualcasually described in the Harry Potter
Dungeons and Dragoneraze discernment necessary for Ieadingovels-
forget a fellow seminarian advertisini®An August 1994 Gallup Survey re-TOr @ national referral service that as-
in our seminary newsletter for ¢ported the following beliefs of Ameri- Sisted families in getting their loved
“dragon master.” This naive young ma can Catholic teengges 13-17): ones out of cults, new age groups, and
training to be a youth minister couldn’ Which of the following do you be- Sa&tanic movements.
lems arising from some harmless fue Astrology — 58% to combat Satanism on campus.
with Dungeons and Dragons What e Ghosts — 43% 4. 1 have lead young people out of the
this seminarian failed to appreciate w: @ Witchcraft — 24% very world described in the Harry Pot-
the role of an entry point into the worlce  Vampires — 6% ter novels to a commitment to Christ.
American Catholics teens believe thatorcement officials about youth in-
volvement in Satanism and the
occult. | have also assisted law
enforcement officials investigat-

ity, 1 was involved in New Age and
a few decades ago. I'll neve teens. . | have been a state representative
imagine any potential spiritual prob lieve in? 3. | have trained college peer leaders
of the occult and new age movement. Keep in mind that less than 30% of- | have attended training by law en-
ing occult related crimes.

The majority of those who for

around withbungeons and Drac [Mlore Catholic teenagers
ons toy with Ouija boards, listel

to heavy metal rock, or read Ha
Potter books, will never fall int
any permanent spiritual deceptio

believe in ghosts, than
in the Real Presence of

6. | have personally confronted
and ministered to demonically

possessed individuals involved

Yet, | can guarantee that Harry P f )
in Satanism and the occult.

ter will be an entry point into tk
demonic /New Age world for thou- _ _ _
sands of young Catholics. Many Christhe Eucharist is more than a merd? light of this experience, | warn fa-
tians scoffed at the potential dange symbol. Why would anyone want tothers that exposing your children to
posed byDungeons and Dragongiet expose young Catholics so unsure ¢f'€ €nchanting world of Harry Potter
research has validated those warnings their faith to things like: blood- IS Playing with a fire from hell. Will

drinking, werewolves, vampires, po-EVery child reading Harry_ Potter get
George Gallup reports that 44% ctions, spells, sorcery, demon-likgPurned? Of course not. Will some get
teen-agers say they know a person w characters, and witchcraft as found ifurned? Yes, in all likelihood there
actually tried to commit suicide. Whet the Harry Potter series? will be thousands. If you want to
teens were asked what they thoug know where _the pllllon—dollar Harry
caused teens to think about suicid Many Christian parents think HarryPOUer craze is going to take children,
drugs and alcohol headed the list, b must be okay since so many Evangel|t'St 100k at the Harry Potter online
17% of teens survey said “playing witl cal Protestant leaders along with na2C0kstore web pages advertising addi-
Dungeons and Dragohswas a con- tionally known Catholic leaders havelional books for kids interested in re-
tributor (The Spiritual Life of Young said that Harry Potter is okay. | warrfa€d works. Harry Potter is just one
Americans: Approaching the Yea against this misguided advice. of the many entry points into a world
2000 With Commentary and Analysit where the fascmatlc_)n_ with wicked-
by George H. Gallup, Jr Any Chris- Until now, | have not felt the need to"€SS creates an addiction that perverts
tian youth worker that thinkBungeons say much to St. Joseph’s Covenarf'® innocent mind and obscures what
and Dragonsis harmless to teens is Keepers about my background dealinfy 900d-® - Steve Wood

Christ in the Eucharist.
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“When you come into the land which the Lord 8te|_le Wood's
. Speaking Schedule
your God gives you, you shall not learn to follow
. . . September 13, 2000
the abominable practices of those nations. There SJCK Men's Conference

B Flori
shall not be found among you any one ... who randon, Florida

September 14, 2000

practices divination, a soothsayer, or an augur, or SICK Men's Conference

a sorcerer, or a charmer, or a medium, or a St. Louis, Missouri
wizard, or a necromancer. For whoever does September 15, 2000
. . . . SJCK Men’s Conference
these things is an abomination to the Lord; and Little Rock, Arkansas
because of these abominable practices the Lord December 5, 2000

SJCK Men’s Conference

your God is driving them out before you.” Grand Rapids, M|

- Deuteronomy 18:9-12 December 6, 2000
SJCK Men’s Conference

 Eiucate Your Frignds About Harry Potter! Soise, Idaho

pl December 8, 2000
tion atwww.dads.ord 9th Ann;alLPr(:j-Lh:je IF’rogram
t. Lauderdale

= — 1) Ask your friends to sign up for a free electronic subsgr
-.-._l. |

|‘:‘I FERS
Harry Puilef

-\,,.n'\-h.l |III |;.-Jr KidsT?

2) Buy bulk copies of the printed edition of this issue.
1 Copy-$3¢ 2-24 copies-$1.50e#. 25-49 copies-$1.25e#. 50-74 .
copies-$1.00ea 75-99 copies-$.88e#. 100+ copies-$.50ea. To register for all conferences call
(941) 764-85650r visit

3) Purchase the casseffarental Concerns & Questions
about Harry Potter(info on p.10) and you are free to make WWW.dadS.Orgfor discount

\ ‘| copies for your friends, provided you do not sell the taﬂe. registrations & more information.
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